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ZAKAT ELIGIBILITY
SIMPLIFIED:
WHAT YOU NEED
TO KNOW




OZakat Eligibility in Islam and its
Recipients

Zakat, one of the Five Pillars of Islam, requires financially
stable Muslims to annually donate 2.5% of their wealth to
those in need. This act of charity purifies one’s wealth and
fosters social care within the community. However,
determining whether a recipient is truly Zakat-eligible can
be challenging in modern times with new projects and
causes surfacing every day.

This guide aims to clarify the steps to ensure your Zakat
donations meet Islamic criteria.

The term "Zakat-Eligible" refers to specific people, projects,
campaigns, or organizations that meet Islamic criteria. The
Quran outlines this in Sura Al-Tawba (9:60), specifying eight
categories of recipients: the poor, the needy, Zakat
administrators, those whose hearts are to be softened,
those in slavery, the debt-ridden, in the cause of Allah, and
the stranded traveler.




What Does "Zakat-Eligible" Mean
in Today’s Context?

Modern economic systems differ from those in the Quranic
framework. However, Muslims must identify how these
eight categories apply today. Zakat must ultimately reach
an eligible individual from one of these categories.

Individuals
The most common recipients are the poor, needy, and
debt-ridden:

e The Poor (Al-Fugara): Those who live paycheck to
paycheck or have insufficient savings.

e The Needy (Al-Masakin): Individuals struggling to
meet basic daily needs such as food, shelter, and
clothing.

e The Debt-Ridden (Gharmin): People burdened by
overwhelming debts, even if they have savings or stable
iIncomes.

Questions to Ask:
e Have you had savings equal to or above the nisab for
one full lunar year?
e Do you have any jewelry, investments, or other assets?
e Do you pay zakat yourself? (A person who has enough
wealth for zakat to be due on them cannot receive
zakat wealth themselves).



Mosques

Mosques collect and distribute Zakat but cannot use these
funds for operational expenses. Zakat must be allocated to
individuals or causes that meet Quranic criteria. Mosques
often implement a rigorous verification process to ensure
eligibility, involving financial documents, personal
interviews, and community feedback.

Questions to Ask:
e Do you use Zakat funds for operational expenses such
as rent and salaries?
e What is the turnaround time between collecting and
distributing zakat funds?
e Who will be the ultimate recipient of my Zakat funds?

Islamic Seminaries and Schools

These institutions can collect Zakat but must use it to
support Zakat-eligible students. The process involves
thorough vetting of students’ financial backgrounds to
ensure eligibility. Funds can cover tuition fees, food, and
lodging expenses, especially in boarding schools.

Questions to Ask:
e Do you use Zakat funds for operational expenses such
as rent and salaries?
e What is the turnaround time between collecting and
distributing zakat funds?
e Who will be the ultimate recipient of my Zakat funds?



Islamic Relief Organizations

These organizations collect Zakat and distribute it
according to Islamic law. Key considerations include
transparency, accountability, compliance with Islamic
principles, certifications, and donor reviews. The Prophet
(peace be upon him) advised prioritizing local distribution
but allowed for international aid in emergencies.

Questions to Ask:
e Do you use Zakat funds for operational expenses such
as rent and salaries?
e What is the turnaround time between collecting and
distributing zakat funds?
e Do you distribute Zakat locally or internationally?
e How often are your financial statements audited?

Charitable Projects

Zakat funds collected for charitable projects must be
transferred to the ownership of eligible individuals. Projects
like wells or hospitals must remain under the ownership of
those who qualify for Zakat, not organizations or
corporations. This practice ensures compliance with the
requirement that Zakat benefits eligible individuals
directly.

Questions to Ask:
e Do you use Zakat funds for operational expenses such
as rent and salaries?
¢ What is the turnaround time between collecting and
distributing zakat funds?
e Who will own the end product?



General Questions to Ask

Does the charity have a Shariah advisory board?

Have they been reviewed by any third party, such as
MuslimGive?

How do organizations ensure the funds are used
according to Zakat principles?

What accountability measures are in place for Zakat
funds?

Choosing the Right Recipient

Relatives in need (excluding direct ascendants,
descendants, spouses) are most deserving of your
zakat.

Select credible organizations and/or individuals.

Ensure transparency and regular reporting by charities.
Use resources or tools to assess charities.

Avoid common pitfalls or scames.

Determine who is most deserving of your Zakat and
where the benefit to recipients can be maximized.



https://muslimgive.org/search-charity/
https://muslimgive.org/transparency/
https://muslimgive.org/search-charity/

About MuslimGive

MuslimGive is an independent, non-profit organization, established
in 2023, that empowers donors to make responsible, well informed
and impactful giving decisions. We provide Islamic charity
assessments and ratings so donors can support the charities and
causes they care about with confidence.
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